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David John Farmer : To Kill the King: Post-Traditional Governance and Bureaucracy  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised To Kill the King: Post-Traditional Governance 
and Bureaucracy: 

6 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Thought provokingBy Bob BTo Kill The King by Dr. David John 
Farmer was written to create a post-traditional consciousness that asks the reader to think about a future state of 
governance and bureaucracy unlike that which exists today. Do we have the ultimate democracy today or is there 
another plateau that we have not yet reached? Farmer's work is divided into three sections that challenge the reader on 
questions and issues in post-traditional thinking, post-traditional justice, and post-traditional practice. The author 
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makes a number of thought-provoking and controversial assertions throughout his book These assertions being: 1.) 
post-traditional thinking is using your imagination, 2.) post-traditional justice represents a shift from hierarchical to 
horizontal governance models, and 3.) post-traditional practice is more art than science. Controversy, however, might 
be exactly what Farmer intended in order to force dialogue on the issues. The author encourages an integrated view of 
politics, philosophy and economics as the focal point for future thinking and governance frameworks. He encourages 
dialogue because change does not occur in a good way for society without it.Farmer claims that post-traditional 
thinking requires new symbols. Today's symbols represent powerful paradigms that must be broken to move society to 
a new state of consciousness. Those symbols take forms like large government buildings in a bureaucracy and 
corporate executives sitting in their mahogany paneled offices on the top floor of their steel empires. It is not clear 
what forms and shapes new symbols should take and how the old symbols can be smashed and changed without some 
violent societal upheaval. Post-traditional justice is a subject that requires dialogue because it must be socially 
constructed. Justice is in the eye of the one seeking justice, which must be explored and debated in the context of the 
situation. Views on what represents justice diverge whether they are philosophical, political or religious. Does the 
death penalty represent final justice for the murderer or does rehabilitating the murderer provide final justice for 
society? This concept of justice as seeking is one of the more thought-provoking discussions in Farmer's work. The 
third section of Farmer's work challenges current paradigms associated with bureaucracy and public administration. 
Farmer claims that we must abandon the idea of leaders as heroic, the concept of society as hierarchical, the 
bifurcation of society into economic and non-economic parts, and the labeling of public administration as a science. 
Post-traditional practice of public administration cannot occur without resymbolization. It also cannot occur by 
justifying the current state as good.Farmer's work is relevant because as a society we seem to be searching for new 
models of governance and democracy. We often hear the cry to reinvent government but we cannot envision what that 
reinvention looks like. We do not like the capitalist aristocracies that seem to control our lives but we are not bold 
enough to create a different post-traditional state that democratizes the economic system. To Kill The King is written 
for an intellectual audience rather than for the average person. The challenge is to translate Farmer's thinking into 
ideas that the average citizen can understand and find reasonable to pursue.The U.S. marched into Iraq with its 
arrogant view of what constitutes a democratic government, a good economic system, justice, and moral ethics. The 
statue of Sadam Hussein was torn down as the old symbol of Iraq's political regime and societal hierarchy. We did not 
recognize the multitude of other symbols representing Iraq's long history, their religion, and their views of justice. We 
expected Iraqis to change overnight, but they did not. The challenge for the U.S. if it is to move to a post-traditional 
state of practice will be dealing with the difficulty of resymbolization and change.

To Kill the King sketches post-traditional consciousness in terms of three rejuvenating concepts - thinking as play, 
justice as seeking, and practice as art. In a series of critical essays on each of these concepts, the book describes a post-
traditional consciousness of governance that can yield enormous improvement in the quality of life for each individual. 
To Kill the King will appeal to any professor (whether in the post-modern camp or not) who wants to expose students 
to fresh challenges and insights.


