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Gary M. Burge: Mapping Your Academic Career: Charting the Course of a Professor's Life before purchasing
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mapping Y our Academic Career:
Charting the Course of a Professor's Life:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. "Must reading" for America's 1.54 million college and university
professorsBy David SanfordAfter dinner recently, Dr. Peter Gosnell (Muskingum University) told me about reading
thefirst third of Dr. Gary Burge's book, Mapping Y our Academic Career: Charting the Course of a Professor's Life.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B013U7NK88

Gosnell was both glad to find a book that helps him understand his career's progression, and yet nervous what the rest
of this slim volume might say. Having just read it a second time this evening, I'm happy to endorse it.As has been
noted by other reviewers, Burge uses a three-cohort model that proves helpful. More than anything, his book
underscores the reasons for and deep value of universities assisting, supporting, encouraging, actualizing, and
celebrating the scholarship of its faculty of all ages and disciplines.Such scholarship includes publishing (by which
Burge means critical reviews, journal articles, and academically-focused books). It also includes speaking
engagements (although Burge seems quite antagonistic toward faculty who speak anywhere outside the strict
boundaries and exclusivity of academia). Worse, any interactions or interviews with the mass media appear to be
verboten. These strictures, | fear, may do more unintended harm than good. Instead, why not embrace a more
comprehensive approach to scholarship that is deeply rooted in the Academy without tying the hands of our
faculty?Then again, Burge has done a great service for the 1.54 million college and university faculty in the U.S.
Again, I'm happy to endorse his book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Helpful resource for beginning
academics, academic leadersBy Karen A. Wrobbel Burge has provided a great resource for academics and academic
leaders. | would have liked to have had this book early in my academic career so that | could have understood the
pressures and responsibilities of what Burge calls "cohort 1," without resorting to trial and error. It would have hel ped
me identify the kind of mentors to seek and those whose example | would want to follow. Now, as an academic |eader
myself, | find it very useful in terms of how to support faculty members under my leadership at various stages of their
career. On apersonal level, I'm entering what he calls cohort 3, and will consider and act upon his insights. The book
is supported with illustrations from his personal experience. Though heis clear about his faculty department, Burgeis
broad enough to be helpful to faculty members regardless of discipline. The book is relatively short and not dense
reading. | won't say it'sa"quick read,” because thereis plenty of food for thought, but one read the actual text
relatively quickly. It's the reflective thought that will take more time.0 of O people found the following review helpful.
Useful bookBy Pam RobinsonPractical advice for all levels of faculty rank.

Nijay Gupta's Best Academic NT Books of 2015, Honorable Mention, AcademiaY ou're finishing your first year of
teaching. It's been exciting and gratifying, but there've been some wobbly episodes too. How will you carve out a
space to flourish? Y ou're feeling secure in mid-career, with some accomplishments to be proud of. But what should
success really look like?Y ou're nearing the end of your career, and sometimes apprehensive about the blank dlate of
retirement. What might it look like to finish well? In Mapping Y our Academic Career Gary Burge speaks from
decades of teaching, writing and mentoring. Along the way he has experienced and observed the challenges and
tensions, the successes and failures of the academic pilgrimage. Now, with discerning wisdom and apt examples, he
hosts the conversation he wishes he'd had when he started out as a college professor, identifying three cohorts or stages
in the academic career and exploring the challenges, pitfalls and triumphs of each. Wherever you are in your teaching
life, thisisabook that will reward reading, reflection and discussion.

"I experienced the blessing of team teaching with Gary Burge at Wheaton College for several years. Like histeaching,
Mapping Y our Academic Career isfilled with wisdom, insight and the sort of interdisciplinary courage that makes
scholars grow and prosper. This book will be atreasure to faculty members at any stage of their academic careers.”
(Mark R. McMinn, professor of psychology, George Fox University)"Gary Burge, in his book Mapping Y our
Academic Career, brings needed wisdom for those who are on lifelong journeys as academics. He draws on the
insights of developmental psychology but grounds it in an understanding of the practice of spiritual disciplinesin order
to assist independent-minded academics in navigating the ongoing tensions of working within the constraints of an
institutional mission, while being on their own life journey of identity formation." (Janel Curry, provost, Gordon
College)"This book iswonderfully humane: humane because it does not say what a generic faculty member should
look like, but instead carefully considers the developmental stages that take place in a professor'slife; wonderful
because Burge's book is brimming with deep insights, helpful anecdotes and wise counsel. His vision for faculty
mentoring could especially yield great fruit for all who will follow it. Highly recommended to administrators and
faculty alike." (Kelly M. Kapic, professor of theological studies, Covenant College)"Professor Burge has offered the
academic community an exquisite gift: a guide to those called into the teaching vocation within higher education. It is
a handbook of sortsa resource for faculty at each stage of their careers so that they can effectively steward their lives
and the work to which they are called. The book reflects a theological vision for this good work and is also eminently
practical, with timely advice for young, middle-aged and older faculty." (Gordon T. Smith, president, professor of
systematic and spiritual theology, Ambrose University)"Writing with the careful insights and institutional
understandings of a seasoned academic, Gary Burge offers wise counsel and sage advice for those who servein the
academic community. Framing the various aspects and stages of an academic career in terms of security, success and
significance, Burge applicably, sensitively and skillfully guides the reader through this pilgrimage in a most hel pful
manner. Mapping Y our Academic Career should be required reading for all new faculty development programs.
Morever, this highly reflective and valuable work deserves a wide readership among those who have been teaching for



many years, as well as administrators and board members alike." (David S. Dockery, president, Trinity International
University)"Gary Burge aptly applies classic theories of psychological development to the experiences of faculty
across the career path. With the turn of each new page, Gary unveiled both my fears and hopes as ajunior faculty
member. This book inspires self-examination and emotional growth as a means to a meaningful career. Mapping Y our
Academic Career would be an invaluable addition to any orientation program for new faculty." (Elisha Eveleigh,
assistant professor of psychology, Wheaton College)"Gary Burge proves himself to be afaculty sage with these wise,
perceptive and practical words for faculty at every career stage, and for those who work with them." (Joel B. Green,
dean of the School of Theology, Fuller Theological Seminary)"Mapping Y our Academic Career isan important
contribution to the faith-based literature on higher education. Burge offers an enormously helpful model of faculty
development for those who desire to be more effective servant-practitioner-scholars. This book should also be read by
anyone seriously interested in preparing the next generation of college students and teachers. Frankly, there is no other
book quite likeit!" (Richard E. Butman, professor of psychology, Wheaton College)"Mapping Y our Academic Career
iswritten for professors, and every professor ought to read it. . . . However it isused, it sheds clear light on every
major stage and aspect of a professor's life, wisely advising how to navigate risks and pitfalls, and how to become and
stay healthy and truly successful as a professor." (Joseph D. Wooddell, Criswell Theological , Vol. 14, No. 1)"Asa
midcareer professor who recently faced unexpected twists and turnsin my career, | found the book quite helpful. Some
of the opportunities and situations he described are ones that seem to speak to me directly. | could imagine this book
being one of the resourcesin a new faculty orientation program. In addition to new faculty, | suspect many faculty
from other cohorts may find this a helpful resource as they reflect on their own academic careers." (Derek Schuurman,
Perspectives on Science and Christian Faith, June 2016, Vol. 68, No. 2)"Here lies a short and easy-to-read book about
how academicians can thrive in the academy. Thanksto Dr. Burge and IVP." (Scott, The Prodigal Thought, September
11, 2015)"The roadmap of Burge's model isinsightful, yet ssimple. 'Charting the course of' a professor's vocational
trajectory is sharpened as he or she actively reflects on and responds to various life and vocational challenges. This
process potentially leads a professor into the next cohort, reflecting a more adequate perception of one's professorial
motivation, values, role and relationships. On the other hand, as Burge warns us, 'We can fail in any cohort if we are
not self-aware." . . . Burge's book serves as a refreshing resource for individual professors wishing to understand the
particulars of their development, and for campus resource people who champion faculty development, including new
faculty mentors, faculty learning communities, and executive-level college administrators." (Phil Howard, Advance,
Fall 2015)About the AuthorGary M. Burge (PhD, University of Aberdeen) is professor of New Testament at Wheaton
Collegein Wheaton, Illinois. His passion in teaching, research and writing is how the unique world of the Middle East
in antiquity shapes how we read the New Testament today. Among his many published books are Theology Questions
Everyone Asks (with coeditor David Lauber), The Baker Illustrated Bible Commentary (general editor with Andrew
Hill), The New Testament in Antiquity (coauthored with Lynn Cohick and Gene Green), John: The Gospel of Life and
the award-winning Whose Land? Whose Promise? What Christians Are Not Being Told About Israel and the
Palestinians.



