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Bill Strickland : Make the Impossible Possible: One Man's Crusade to Inspire Others to Dream Bigger and 
Achieve the Extraordinary  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Make the Impossible Possible: One Man's Crusade to Inspire Others to Dream Bigger and Achieve the 
Extraordinary: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Wise, thoughtful, practical guide to living one's visionBy Wroving 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B000W94H3U


WriterThis is a much needed book, built on hope. Strickland didn't come to his vision without the bumps and stretch 
marks of growing up in poverty. But he had the curiosity and courage to keep exploring his possibilities, starting from 
that magic moment when he was drawn to an art classroom and witnessed the teacher sculpting a pot on a wheel as 
jazz played in the background. He has paid attention throughout his life to whatever ignited a spark, whether growing 
and selling or his to flying a commercial jet. In this way, we as readers learn to pay attention to our dreams and hopes 
for a better world for ourselves and those whose lives we affect. Moreover, we can nurture dreams in our own 
backyard, as Strickland has done with the Manchester Bidwell school, offering opportunities for people through the 
arts and practical training who they are and what their mission is.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. 
Great Book and Ideal for the Kindle for iPhone FormatBy JPfromOHBill Strickland's Make the Impossible Possible is 
not your typical inspirational book. Strickland's story of his journey from the Pittsburgh ghetto to being the young (and 
ongoing for years and years) CEO of an arts/career training institution in his old neighborhood is inspirational; 
however, the book is really a celebration of the human spirit, and is filled with the message that respect can and will 
lead to success. Our city selected Make the Impossible Possible as our One Book, One Community read for 2010-
2011, and I am certainly glad that we did. Since so many of the reviews at .com focus on the book itself and do such a 
fine job of detailing the book's merits, I will focus on the Kindle for iPhone version which I purchased. This book is 
short enough that the iPhone format works fine. Longer books seem to get pretty tedious, because there is so little text 
per "page." The downloading process went seamlessly, too, perhaps in part because the file is fairly small. I will admit 
that it would be nice to have the hardcover edition of the book to have Mr. Strickland sign when he speaks in our 
town, but the iPhone Kindle edition is convenient to use and easier to carry around and have available anytime there 
are a few quiet minutes for reading. An excellent account of an amazing success story in an unlikely place, and a 
highly recommended format.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Bill Strickland is now my heroBy Kelly 
TaylorIn an easy, accessible manner, Bill lays out his life, and how following his dreams with passion and intense 
preparation has overcome even his own short-sightedness at times. He teaches the how and why to seek partners and 
mentors from outside your own sphere of influence. And he teaches that beauty is a worthy pursuit of its own. It will 
nourish your spirit and many others, if you listen to its swing. He clearly illustrates and inspires that a life of quality is 
worth living, beginning right now. Nothing less well satisfy the spirit.

ldquo;Success is the point where your most authentic talents, passion, values, and experiences intersect with the 
chance to contribute to some greater good.rdquo;--Bill StricklandAccording to MacArthur Fellowship 
ldquo;geniusrdquo; award winner Bill Strickland, a successful life is not something you simply pursue, it is something 
that you create, moment by moment. It is a realization Strickland first came to when, as a poor kid growing up in a 
rough neighborhood of Pittsburgh, he encountered a high school ceramics teacher who took him under his wing and 
went on to transform his life.Over the past thirty years, Bill Strickland has been transforming the lives of thousands of 
people through the creation of Manchester Bidwell, a jobs training center and community arts program. Working with 
corporations, community leaders, and schools, he and his staff strive to give disadvantaged kids and adults the 
opportunities and tools they need to envision and built a better, brighter future. Strickland believes that every one of us 
has the potential for remarkable achievement. Every one of us can accomplish the impossible in our lives if given the 
right inspiration and motivation to do so. We all make ourselves ldquo;poorrdquo; in one way or another when we 
accept that we are not smart enough, experienced enough, or talented enough to accomplish something. Bill Strickland 
works with the least advantaged among us, and if he can help them achieve the impossible in their lives, think what 
each of us can do.Among Bill Stricklandrsquo;s beliefs:People are born into this world as assets, not liabilities. 
Itrsquo;s all in the way we treat people (and ourselves) that determines a personrsquo;s outcomeThe sand in the 
hourglass flows only one way. Stop going through the motions of living--savor each and every day. Life is here and 
now, not something waiting for you in the future.You donrsquo;t have to travel far to change the life yoursquo;re 
living. Bill grew up in the Pittsburgh ghetto, four blocks from where he came to build one of the foremost job training 
centers in the world. He now speaks before CEOs and political leaders, church congregations and civic leaders. You 
only need to change your thinking to remake your world.Through lessons from his own life experiences, and those of 
countless others who have overcome their circumstances and turned their lives around, Make the Impossible Possible 
shows how all of us can build on our passions and strengths, dream bigger and set the bar higher, achieve meaningful 
success and help mentor and inspire the lives of others.


