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Sam M. Intrator, Megan Scribner : Leading from Within: Poetry That Sustains the Courage to Lead  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Leading from Within: Poetry 
That Sustains the Courage to Lead: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I love this series of book which started with Teaching With ...By 
Alicia ChurchillI love this series of book which started with Teaching With Fire. There are some poems that appear in 
all the books, but most of it is new and interesting material. Great gift for a teacher or activist.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Great Inspiration!By Penelope From SCGave it as a gift for a family member. The collection 
is full of inspiration! Quality is excellent!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Beautiful collection that 
brings strength and widom to leaders and non-leaders alikeBy OliviaFantastic collection of poetry. I got this as as a 
gift for a friend, but ended up reading most of the book myself before sending it to her. I read the poems first and drew 
my own interpretations. Later, I read the anecdotes and what it meant to the various leaders that contributed to the 
book. I also bought "Teaching With Fire: Poetry That Sustains the Courage to Teach." This is a book that you could 
read a poem a night, or all in one sitting. The more you revisit and reflect on each poem, the more you discover.

Leading from Within is a wonderful collection ofnbsp; ninety-three poems from well-loved poets, each of which is 
accompanied by a brief personal commentary from a leader explaining the significance and meaning of the poem in 
his or her life and work. The contributors represent a wide range of professions including Vanguard Group founder 
John Bogle, MoveOn.org cofounder Joan Blades, several members of Congress, Christian activist Brian McLaren, 
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business guru Peter Senge, and many other leaders from business, medicine, education, nonprofits, law, politics and 
government, and religion. In their reflections, these leaders explore how they have been inspired by poets such as T.S. 
Eliot, Mary Oliver, William Stafford, Langston Hughes, Pablo Neruda, Robert Frost, Rumi, May Sarton, Wallace 
Stevens, Wendell Berry, and Rainer Maria Rilke. "Leading from Within is perhaps the most soulful treatment of 
leadership ever composed. Leadership is first an inner quest, and there is absolutely no better place to explore your 
inner territory than in the pages of this book. This is an evocative work of art; do yourself an immense favor, and 
engage with these amazing and diverse leaders and their poems."mdash;Jim Kouzes, coauthor of the bestselling The 
Leadership Challenge and A Leader's Legacy "Leading from Within makes brilliant use of the world's great poets to 
inspire us to lead with our hearts as well as our heads. It calls to the deeper purpose and meaning within all of us to use 
our gifts to serve others." mdash;Bill George, author, True North: Discover Your Authentic Leadership "This is a 
superb collection of poems and deeply personal reflections from a wide range of real leaders. It is a gift to all of us 
who believe in bringing our hearts to our work." mdash;Rep. John Lewis (D-Ga.) "The entries in this wonderful 
anthology are a joy to read and all the more interesting because of their special meaning to the leaders who 
recommended them. It is a book that every nonprofit leader should place among those they draw upon for inspiration 
every day."mdash;Diana Aviv, president and CEO, Independent Sector "Leading from Within offers a candid view 
straight into the heart and soul of leaders striving to do good and effective work in the world. The poems and 
commentaries remind us that leadership is always deeply personal and chock-full of dilemmas that must be addressed 
by creativity, passion, imagination, and courage."mdash;Jeff Swartz, president and CEO, Timberland


