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Comparative Environmental Policy): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Proves environmentalism isn't just for rich white people!By 
Samantha HulkowerThis book totally blasts away the fallacy that a healthy environment is only a concern for affluent 
countries. The book goes over the history of politics in each country, as it relates to environmental conservation in 
Bolivia and Costa Rica, and shows why each country, despite its poverty, has made leaps and bounds in conservation. 
The author also spends a significant portion of the book explaining his research methodology, which is useful for 
anyone who writes papers or does research.

In the absence of world government, effective national policy is essential to the success of international environmental 
initiatives. Yet research on global environmental cooperation has proceeded without models of policy change in 
developing countries, where most of the world's people, land, and species are found. In this book Paul Steinberg 
provides a theoretical framework to explain the domestic responses of developing countries to global environmental 
concerns. Drawing on extensive field research, he traces the evolution of public policies to protect biological diversity 
in Costa Rica and Bolivia over the past four decades, to understand how these countries emerged as leaders in tropical 
conservation and how international institutions might support similar outcomes in other countries.Environmental 
Leadership in Developing Countries explodes the myth that developing countries are too preoccupied with short-term 
economic growth and material survival to devote attention to global environmental concerns. Instead it offers a 
nuanced account of complex, decades-long efforts to create effective institutions, and analyzes the relative roles of 
foreign and domestic actors in this process.

"Paul Steinberg's wonderfully detailed assessment of environmental leadership in Bolivia and Costa Rica is not simply 
an inspiring story of how enlightened conservationists can succeed against frequently daunting odds, but also a highly 
insightful analysis of how this can be done. By demonstrating the close links between domestic and international 
environmental leaders, the book demolishes the misleading myth that conservation is the 'foreigner's agenda.'"--
William Ascher, Dean of Faculty and Donald C. McKenna Professor of Government and Economics, Claremont 
McKenna CollegeAbout the AuthorPaul F. Steinberg is Associate Professor of Political Science and Environmental 
Policy at Harvey Mudd College and the author of Environmental Leadership in Developing Countries: Transnational 
Relations and Biodiversity Policy in Costa Rica and Bolivia (MIT Press, 2001). 


